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Present term expires January 2009 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Born:  East St. Louis, Illinois - 21 November 1944 
Home:  Springfield, Illinois 
Marital status:  Married (Loretta) - 3 children 
Religion:  Catholic 
Education:  Georgetown University, B.S.F.S., 1966; J.D., 1969 
Military:  None 
Profession:  Attorney; congressional and legislative aide; public official 
Political:  Chief of Staff, IL Gov Paul Simon, 1969-72; staffer IL Senate, 1972-82; 

unsuccessful run for IL Senate, 1976, and for LtGov, 1978.  US House, 1983-96.  
Defeated John Salvi (R) in 1996 to succeed Sen Paul Simon (D), who retired.  Reelected in 
2002 with 60% of the vote.   

  Sen Durbin is a liberal.   
In the 106th Congress, called the Kosovo bombing an “act of war” but supported a 

resolution authorizing President Clinton to conduct military air operations and missile 
strikes against Yugoslavia.   Appointed to the Senate National Security Working Group.  
Favors requiring any NMD system to be tested against likely countermeasures.    
Supported $400M add to FY01 DoD approps for five unrequested F-15s built in Boeing’s 
St. Louis plant.  Called for increased specialization in the military officer corps, 
suggesting that frequent job changes are detrimental to efficiency. 

  At the beginning of the 107th Congress was assigned to Judiciary & Select Intelligence 
Cmtes, and came off the Budget and Ethics Cmtes.   Through April 2002 he has 
supported President Bush on 62% of the votes on which he had taken a position.   Called 
upon the OMB Director to be in the forefront of human capital management by attracting 
and retaining a qualified Federal work force.  Cosponsored a bill (S.1800) to provide 
government loan repayments for employees in national security jobs.  Supported an 
extension of the 31Dec01 deadline for Persian Gulf war veterans to get compensation for 
undiagnosed illnesses that could be service-related.   Advocate of reemployment rights for 
activated National Guardsmen.   Opposes US withdrawal from the ABM Treaty, another 
round of base closures in 2003, and opening 15% of federal jobs identified as commercial 
in nature to private competition.  Supports the funding in the FY02 supplemental 
approps bill to improve homeland security and to fund the US military which he termed 
the “backbone of our nation’s fight against terrorism…”  Supports funds in the FY03 DoD 
appropriations for F-15 cockpit modernization and avionics upgrades, and ALQ-135 
jammers.  Member, Senate Air Force Caucus. 

AF Bases:  Scott AFB; O’Hare IAP (ANG)(AFRES); Greater Peoria (ANG); Capital MAP (ANG); 
and Reserve Forces   
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